South Bay Cities Council of Governments

Livable Communities Working Group
Wednesday, March 17, 2010
Meeting Minutes
I.
Welcome & Introductions – Meeting called to order at 2:37 pm
II. Minutes for February 17, 2010 – Receive and File
III. New item on Agenda: Peninsula Center Village Overlay Zone
           Nicki Cutler – Principle Planner, City of RHE
· Mixed-use overlay designated in 1992
· Asked to increase density to over 40 dwelling units

· Have a solid Commercial Center and solid mall 

· Concentrate – on residential

· June 12, 2007 – City Council discontinued the master plan
· Other projects have been approved individually, not as part of a master plan
· 2  New projects: 146 homes and commercial – proposed ; EIR in the works;  Promenade in the mall
· Lesson – need more success educating the public

· Question: Any studies of the leakage from your area?  Response:  Not necessary, it all goes to Torrance
IV.
SB 375 Update (including news on a special demonstration of the new sustainability tool) Grieg Asher, Senior Planner 
SCAG
· SB375 is about a year old; legislation called for an RTAC to be formed; issued reports and recommendations; policy debates- on modeling vs. best management practices
· Notion of best management practices. – cities adopt a series of policies, then these would result in greenhouse gas emissions and VMT reduction; and that would suffice as to what cities need to do for SB375
· Transportation modeling – No one really likes it; no one really understands it.  
· RTAC Recommendation – ARB said community must do both the best management practice and modeling.  
· Report finished and sent to Air Resources Board – ARB  where it just sat at their office with no movement
·  Then, SCAG was asked to do a list of best management practices
· SCAG Preliminary List of Best Practices (handout)
· ARB at this point has done a national inventory of all of the research papers, modeling studies, etc.; assembled a dozen-member peer review team to go over the studies with a hope of drafting a hierarchy of what needs to be done.
· Best to pick about the top 10 of these proposed best management practices to discuss with your elected officials ; most of these need a ‘sliding scale’ of 1 – 10 for policies
SCAG’s Sustainability Tool -  Workshops going on this week and next week; Javier from SCAG has offered to come to the COG for a meeting and do something specifically for the South Bay next Wed. March 24th at 9 am
· SBCCOG is ahead of a lot of other sub-regions, that is why SCAG is working with us first on a lot of projects
· Tool is a GIS-based system; it will come loaded with your current General Plan info; it is parcel-based
· This tool works great on a regional level, but on a local scale – one project level, you’ll see more GHG emissions
· Will soon be web-based and available 24-7
Questions

Question:  Paul: What is the goal of the tool? Response:  You can tinker with it to see what you can do, for example, to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Question:  Rebecca: What options do Cities have to measure sustainability besides this tool?  Response:  Up to now, it’s been the SCAG Model – comes to your city, runs numbers from your General Plan, add GHG emissions, etc.  Status quo – to work with SCAG.  They found that people wanted to play with the numbers, etc. before SCAG shows up to give different scenarios and options based on land-use and zoning.
Question:  Rebecca: When will it be up and running? Response:  It already is up and running in the beta version.
Comments
· Wally Siembab: This really does serves as your sub-regional planning tool
· Wally/Sahar to e-mail committee about the dates for trainings
V.
Review Compass Project Deliverables  Margaret Bulat, Paul Martin, RBF Consulting

             Handouts: 2 large Maps and Mobility Case Studies Handout
· LUV Network Map (updated) ; Zone analysis ; Mobility Case Studies; Land use Case Studies ; Next Steps
· Map #1 purpose to identify what the network could be for LUV ; Has red lines; Class I and Class 2 ; Key roadways under 35 mph or less and 35 mph or more
· Map #2 – Network ; blue lines; has roadways and bike facilities – this is best when used to show elected officials so they can see
· Map #3 – Huge comprehensive infrastructure already exists in the South Bay to accommodate LUV!  Already have a great grid system with LUV right now; this is very exciting
· Can’t get into El Segundo, or past Torrance Airport and some of the refineries
· Zone Analysis – Riviera Village Example: Looked at walk ability, residential area, LUV backbone, etc. and found that this area has good connectivity. 
Questions

Question Ken: With the new electric vehicles over 45 mph coming out, how does this affect the LUV?  Response: Wally: Market can accommodate both; long-range cars are many years away and very expensive
Comments
Sharon: The blue network looks great, but not very practical in some areas. For example, driving in a lot of areas of Carson going 25 mph is not safe. 
Mobility Case Studies – SLIDES  

· Shared Vehicles
· PUMA – Personal Urban Mobility and Accessibility – a two-wheeler, two-seater
· HumanCar – bench-like rowboat – no motor; has battery; street legal; prototypes now
· Bike infrastructure – bike share, rentals, surreys – Bike corrals; Bike Box; Sharrows; Cycle Track ; Examples: Newport Beach, Sand Diego, Portland, Hermosa  Beach
· Pedicabs, Segways – Street Legal ; permitted on streets and sidewalks
· Shuttle Systems – public or private operators; Example: Irvine/Tustin Metrolink Station; Irvine Spectrum; Newport Beach, Tustin
· Water Transportation modes – the Duffy Boat or Vehicle Ferry Boat
Land Use Case Studies – Search Criteria

· Representative Cross Section: Inland cities, beach cities, hillside cities
· Strong Street Grid
· Land Use Transition 
· Constructed After ~2000
· Initial list – looking for 15 case studies in South Bay – will then focus on 5 cities in depth
· Potential case studies & rating A, B, C, etc. – example: 15th and Hermosa Ave; 
· Margaret – to look at the cities’ redevelopment plans and then look at the aerials.
· Will come back with Final LUV Network Route Map, detailed zone analyses, in-depth case studies analysis, land use case study memorandum, LUV mobility policy memorandum, candidate infill development sites, economic analysis and findings memorandum, and modular PowerPoint development
VI.  
Local Use Vehicle Demonstration 
Wally 
· Experiencing problems, typical of demonstrations – for example, one of the car manufacturers is going out of business
· El Segundo dropped to second rotation
· Will have vehicles by April 1st
VII.
Latest on the Google Network Application Wally
· Dropped from meeting – Wally will cover next time
VIII.  
Other Business
· Not enough time
Meeting adjourned 4:35 pm







